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, : aa ' | the propiet saith expressly, —* ‘There is uo peace to 
“Answer to the Sincere Inquirer. | the wicked, saith my God And this God still patil 

( Concluded.) 

In Gal. iii. 16. Paul athrms, that Christ [the light) | lor sim “ And it ye die in your sins (said Christ) 

is tne seed, and Carist( wie is the word to be ingrait-; Where Lam ye cannot come.’ Chirist is the new 
ed, James 1.) calis the good seed sown by the Divine | covenant, and an offered salvation tor all, beture 
sower the word of the xingdom, Matt. xiii Peter | the lace ol all people. This offering or inest: 
says, We aeard tue voce (or word) that came trom | Mable gilt may be reiused, Prov. i. 24 Rev. xxi. 
heavea while we were with Cuvist Jesus in the huly | 4he covenant of light and life, that is oilered 
mouat, where he was transtigured ; but he adds, | tor salvalion, becomes when rejected the condem 
“ We nave also a more sure word of prophecy (than! ner of its enemies. “ For this is the condemuation, 
that voice from heaveu) whereunto ye do wei to! that ligat has come into the world, but mev love 
take heed, as unto a dight that shineth in a dark place, | darkness (evil) rather than light, because their deeds 


to every individual, when lis Spirit reproves tuen | 


[the corrupt heart] uni ihe day dawn, and the day-| areevil. hose who bring their deeds to this light, 
star [ur Sun of Highteousness) arise w your hearis, ’ 
2 Pet. i. 19. Jesus Carist is ihe true aaght, enliginten- 
ing every man, Join i. 9. and is tie true guspel 
minister and teacher. Joho says, | Joho i. 27 The 
anointing which ye have recewed, abideth in you, and 
ye need not thal avy man feach yon: butas the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things and 1s 
truth.” Whoever has received this anointing, or 
unction tron the Holy Que, and has it abiding to him 
and ne abiding io it, vas Jesus Corist the truth, * the 
hope of israel, the Saviour.” Jer. xiv. 8. He has 
him in his spiruual advent; and according to Jude 
i. i4. he bas (hus come a second lime without sin un- 
to salvation, * wn ten thousand of his saints.” “ Of 
wihien salvation, [says Peter) the p.uvphets have in 
quired aod searcned diligently,” who prophesied of 
the grace that should come, 1 Pet. 1. This “ grace 
of Gud, that bringeth (not brought) salvation, hath 
appeared [and does still appear} to ali men,” as the 
ligat of salvation) Tit ii. 11. and is Christ the seed, 
word, aud light, ealigutening every man to save him. 
Hence itis manilest, that this grace, light, covenant, 
or Christ, (the ouvly Savieur,) is near, even at the 
door of the hearts of free-agents; and at times, and 
seasons, it Knueks for entrance, that the door may 
be opened, that he may enter, and bind the strong 
man armed, cast him out, spoil his goods, sup with 
and save their souls. Butif they will not have this 
man, Jesus Christ, the power of God, to rule over 
hem, and if they break his covenant, “of how 
much sorer punishment shall they be thought wor- 
thy, who have trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and counted the blood of the covenant an unholy 
thing?” Heb. x. 29. As the new covenant is spiri- 
tual, the blood of it is also spiritual; and no other 
blood can cleanse us. For as the Son isthe true 
light, and new covenant; and as no man knoweth 
the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
revealeth him,” [that is, n0 man knoweth the Fa- 
ther but by the revelation of the Son or light,) and 
as the forgiveness of sinsis only as we walk in the 
light, (“for if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
lignt, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ [the bread that came down 
from heaven, John vi. 33.) cleanseth us from all sin; 
1 John i. so it consequently follows, that they who 
dv not walk in the light, and who talk lightly of the 
light, are out of the true Christian fellowship and 
“ unity of the Spirit ;” which “is the bond of y 
They are not, in fact, cleansed from sin by the 
bleed of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are only 
cleansed in notion; not understanding the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God, by which it is done. 
They are blind, and naked, and know not which 
way they are guing to judgment; being out of the 
true way, Jesus Christ, the light, in and by which 
only salvation is obtainable. 
oubtiess: that spirit which is out of God, will 
make mage exertion, by its recipients, to blind 
the chi of men and sow pillows under their 
arm-holes, Ezek. xiii. 16, 18. and cry, peace, peace, 
te the wicked; promising him life, v. 22. and say you 


who waik in it, and love to obey it, become the 
children of it, and it is their salvation. 

Having answered the Editor, 1 request that he will 
do justice to his currespoudents by treating them, as 
he would like to be treated on a change of circum- 
stances. What 1 have written to the Sincere In- 
_— after ‘Pruth, was so concordant to the express 

eclarativus of Deripture, thatl did not expect that 
my asserlions would have been stigmatized with 
such opprobrious accusations,as impious, or absurd, 
or deisiical, or ridiculous, &c. It was naturally to 
have been expected, that the Inquirer would have 
replied, and | should have been pleased to have 
heard from hun. but if the Editor shall continue 
to auswer iu the style with which he bas com- 
mented, he should not expect it will be pleasing or 
grauilying to persons who are lovers of peace, piety 
and truch. As i do not love controversy, and as | 
have tov little time to devote to it, L hope that the 
public will excuse me,it | should make no rejoinder 
to what may hereafter appear against this, my de- 
fence, and reply to lus questions, which you have 
now belore you. 

Please to take particular notice of the outward 
redemption /rom under the lato, and of the internal 
saving atonement, and sanctyication, propitiation, 
and puryication. 1.1 say internal saving atone- 
ment, because 1 John says, conditivnally and in the 
present tense, “ If we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood [Spirit] of Jesus Christ cleanseth {does 
now atone,—not did cleanse] us from all sin.” 2d. 1 
said, sanctification, because 1 Peter says, (chap. i. 
2.) we becume elect,“ through sanctification and 
sprinkling of the blvod [i. e. life] of Jesus ;” for this 
* sprinkles the heart from an evil conscience.” Heb. 
x. 22. 3d. 1 said propitiation, because 1 Joho ii- 1. 
says, “If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, | Paracleton] Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is a propitiation tur our sins, and not for ours 
only, [when we, meaning the apostle and good peo- 
ple to whom he wrote, fall into sins, and uire 
renewed propitiation} but for the sins of the whole 
world ;” |which is unregenerated, yet may be re- 
deemed “by the Spirit of our God” as were the 
first Christians,see 1 Cor.vij. 9 to 11} 4th. | said puri- 
fication; because 1 Pet. i. 22. says,“ Ye have puri- 
fied your souls in obeying the truth through the Spi- 
nit,unto unfeigned love of the brethren; covsequently 
wealso should puri/y our souls through theSpirit and 
obedience to the truth. In the new covenant we are 
“ not redeemed with corruptible things, but with the 
incorruptible precious blood of Christ;’ the blood 
of bulls and goats, rams, silver and gold, are cor- 
ruptible things, and cannot redeem from corruption, 
but the bi of Christ (which is the life) “ sprin- 
kled on the hearts” and conseiences of his peo- 
ple, enables them “ to serve the living God in new- 
ness of life.” The blood of the old covenant, 
was the life of beasts. Gen. ix. 4. The blood 
of the New Testament is the life of Christ; the 





Lamb without spot or blemish, who saith, Except 





were all saved, when the law,and sins against it, were | ye eat my flesh and drink my blood,* ye have no 
ended; consequently, salvation trom sin and victory jlife in you. if any have hie they oust feel their 
es | OVEr Lhe World,are now unnecessary tv saivation. bul) hearts sprinkled with the biood of the new and 


everlasting covenant. This blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses from all sin, because it is the life of Christ, 
in which we are to live and walk [to get cleansed.] 
In the new covenant, the bodies of believers are 
temples and tabernacles of God, and Chirist the 
High Priest dwells and walks with them, These 
distinctions of the two covenants and atonemeuts 
are essential. I now submit to the Sincere Inquirer, 
and my candid readers, to decide between the ici 
tor and myself. But in judging, | hope you will set 
your faces against unjust accusations, sophistry, sar- 
casm, boasting and ridicule, that may appear on 
either side, 
With good will to the Editor and all m 
readers, I subscribe, THEOPHILUS. 
ANSWER. 

Theophilus has quoted a sufficient number of pas- 
sages from the Scriptures to explain, or prove, pro- 
vided explanation or proof were possible ; but un- 
fortunately for him, hts doctrine came from another 
source, and the Scriptures will not support him.— 
Theophilus, with a view to support his hypothesis, 
quotes Gal. jii, 16. Matt. xiii. We inform him, that 
we believe Christ is the seed, being the seed of the 
woman Who should bruise the serpent’s head. The 
quotation from Gal. reads thus—* Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promises made. It saith not 
and to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, And to thy 
seed, which is Christ’? We now ask,W hat was that 
promise? Ans ‘In thy seed (Christ) shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.’ Again, ‘ Ask of 
me, and I shall give the heathen thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth thy possession.’ 
Psalm ii. 8. Again, ‘ All things were made by him 
and for him.’ The parable of the wheat and the 
tares, see Matt. xiii. ‘The good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom.’ Now all things were made 
by, and for Christ; consequently, all that Christ 
made were good seed. Did the devil, who sowed the 
tares, ever create one of the human race? The 
wheat came from Christ—the tares from the devi— 
and the sooner the devil gets his own the better! 
With this explanation, Theophilus may carry al! 
the seed, and the seed only to heaven—the fares 
have no business there. Theophilus quotes and 
alters the declaration of Peter, i.19. The reader 
by examining the chapter, will find, that Peter does 
not say, that he has a ‘ more sure word of prophecy 
‘than that voice from heaven.’ Peter said, ‘there 
came such a voice to him (Christ) from the excellent 
glory.’ Reader, Theophilus is et opinion that the 
* yuice from heaven, from the excellent glory,’ was 
not quite sure, for Peter had something * more 
sure!’ We pity the man, whose blindness and pre- 
judices lead him so far astray, as tu doubt, even the 
stability of the ‘excellent glory of heaven’ itself! 
Theephilus says, of Christ, that he ‘is the true gos- 
pel Minister, and teacher.’ Now, Christ taught 
nearly 1800 years ago; that he came to save the 
world; and that he finished the work he came to 
do! Does Theophilus believe this teaching’? We 
fear not. Theophilus says, ‘Whosoever has re- 
ceived the anointing or unction from the Holy One, 
&c. has Jesus Christ the truth.” The Seriptures 
declare, that Jesus Christ suffered on the Cross, 
fic. and ‘ascended into heaven, and that the hea- 
ven must receive (retain) him, until the restitution 
of all things,’ &c. But Theophilus says, of Christ, 
that ‘according to Jude i. 14. he has thus come a se- 
cond time without sin unto salvation tn ten thousand 
of his saints.’ Let Jude speak for himself— yi rse 
14. 15. * And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with (not in) ten thousand of his saints, to 








* This he said in the present tense; lis flesh aud blood 
therefore, was then. and now is, bis Spirit, which tbey 
whe had life in them partook of. 
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execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly,’ &e. Quere. 
‘convinced of all their ungodly deeds which they 
have ungodly committed 7’ 
nication of Theophilus, alone, is a sufficient proof 
that this is yet future ! 


Theophilus, speaking of the ‘ grace that should 


come,’ alludes to t Peter i. and says, ‘ This grace | life.” 


of God that bringeth (not brought) salvation, hath 
appeared (and does still appear) to all men (as the 
light of salvation) Titus ii. 11. and is Christ the seed, 
Ke. enlightening every man to save him,’ &e. Let 
us examine this— bringeth—not brought salvation, 
says Theophilus,—Quere. Is not this miserable so- 
phistry? Theophilus bringeth his communication 
to be published —we must not say it was (in the past 
tense) brought—Why ? Ans. because Theophilus 
bringeth wr!!! Will Theophilus call this levity, 
and ridicule ? We mean it for argument, and think 
it will answer the purpose intended. Let Paul 
speak for himself—see Epistle to Titus, ii. 11.“ For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men 
bath appeared. (Quere. Could it appear before it 
was brought?) Teaching us, that denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, &e. 
looking for that blessed hope, (how is this Theophi- 
lus?) and the glorious appearing (Now, Theophilus, 
apply your logic—“ bringeth, not brought !”) of the 

reat God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” Quere. 

Vould his appearing be glorious, if he is to consign 
millions to never ending misery? And could he in 
that case be truly called “ our Saviour?” We think 
not! Aguin, hear the testimony of Paul, relative to 
the first coming of Christ. The testimony last quo- 
ted, refers to Christ’s coming in future, “a glorious 
appearing without sin,” &c. ii. Timothy i 9. “ Who 
hath (in the past tense) saved us,” && See 10th 
verse, “ But is now made manifest (How) by the 
appearing of eur Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death,” &c. We now ask, What is made 
manifest ? Let Paul answer,—* who hath saved us,” 
&e. IT 1S DONE! Should Theophilus object to 
our quotation from Paul’s Epistle to Titus, ii. 11. 
we inform him, that the translation of that verse, is 
neither consistent with truth, nor the original. Has 
the grace of God appeared to all men; or had it at 
the time Paul made the declaration? No! There 
were, and are at this day, millions, to whom it has 
never appeared ! 

Theophilus concludes this paragraph, after speak- 
ing of the “blood of Christ being spiritual, and 
cleansing from all sin those who walk in the light,” 
&e. says, “ So it consequently follows, that they 
who do not walk in the light, &c. are not, in fact, 
cleansed from all sin.” What is the light? Ans. 
truth! Is it true that the “blood of Jesus cleanseth 
from all sin?” If so, a man who walks in this light, 
or believes that the blood of Jesus cleanseth him from 
all sin, and believes this on the testimony of Christ, 
who declared, see John vi. 51. “Tan the living 
bread which came down from heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever; and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world.” Ifany man believes this, he 
* walks in the light,”—his believing does not make 
it true—if it is not truth before he believes it, there 
is no light for him to walk in! But there is truth, 
and light, and knowledge. “ My people (says God) 
perish for lack of knowledge” If they had know- 
ledge of this fact, that they are saved, are cleansed 
by the blood of Christ, they would not perish.— 
‘Pheophilus adds, “ They (that is, we presume, those 
who believe in Christ) are only cleansed in notion!” 
It seems, then, that their notions are cleansed — 
Reader, mark well the reason he assigns % Not 
understanding the Scriptures, nor the power of God, 
by which it is done,” Xe. Now we think we under- 
stand the power of God; and understand it to be 
able to save all men ! 

Theophilus commences his next paragraph, say- 
ing, “ Doubtless the spirit which is out of God, will 
make all possible exertion by its recipients, to 
blind the children of men, a sow pillows under 
their arm-holes, Ezek. xiii 16. 18.” The Reader is 
requested to turn to this chap and read to the end. 
The (6th verse was applicable to Jerusalem, before 
its destruction. The 18th reads thus—* Thus saith 
the Lerd God, Wo to the women that sow pillows 


Are the ungodly now | 


| Saviour of all men, 
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| to all arm-holes,” &e. This reproof to the female 


pride of attire, was applicable at the time it was spo- 
ken. The 22d verse of this Chap. reads thus—* Be- 


We think the commu- | cause with lies ye have made the heart of the right- 


' 


eous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strength- 


| ened the hands of the wicked, that he should not 


‘return from bis wicked way, by promising him 


It is unnecessary to remark farther, than to 
observe, the Scriptures declare, that “ God: is the 
” consequently, this cannot be 
the lie alluded to. Now we think, the heart of the 
truly righteous would be sad indeed, if he thought 
any of his brethren of Adam’s race would be for 
ever miserable. We likewise think, no righteous 
man would strengthen the hands of the wicked un- 
believer in the salvation of God for a lost world, by 
encouraging him to expect salvation by his own 
wicked works, and thereby prevent him from turn- 
| ing to the “ Saviour of all men,” and accepting the 
cup of salvation “ without money, and without 
jprice!” ‘Theophilus adds, * And ery, peace, peace, 
| to the wicked, promising him life, and say, you were 
| all saved when the law, and the sins against it were 
ended ; consequently, salvation from sin and victory 
over the world, are now unnecessary to salvation.” 
If Theophilus will look again at the xiii. Ezek. he 
will read of those, who “ daubed with untempered 
mortar,” consequently, their wall fell down, &e. 
We think Theophilus is daubing with untempered 
mortar, and that his wall will fall of consequence. 
The Scriptures say, and we say, that “‘ by grace are 
ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God Not of werks, lest auy man 
should hoast lod is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, vot imputing their trespasses 
uutu them.” Of Christ, that “ having made peace 
by the blood of his cross, by him (not by our works 
or faith) to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him / say, whether they be things on earth, or things 
in heaven.” To unbelieving wicked men, we cry 
no peace ; for although the peace is made, they will 
not believe it, and “tribulation and anguish shall be 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil! But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath (in the past tense) quickened us together with 
Christ,(by grace are ye saved: )and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus.” Ephes. iii. 4.5.6. And all this, 
Theophilus, when there was no peace in the mind of 
the wicked, and while he was dead in sin. Do you 
believe it? Ifso, you believe there is peace in Christ 
when there is war in the mind of the wicked ; and 
if you preach peace on P, other plan, than the sal- 





vation wrought out and effected by Christ, when the 
Father sent him to save the world, you cry peace, 
peace, when there is no peace! “ But we preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness, but unto them 
that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the 
power of God, and wisdom of God.” i. Corinthians 
1. 23, 24, 

Theophilus in his answer, &c. observes, “ And 
this God still saith to every individual when his 
Spirit reproves them for sin, and “If ye diein your 
sins (said Christ) where I am ye cannot come.”— 
Theophilus will recollect, this was addressed to the 
Jews, who crueified Christ. Paul said of these 
Jews, that “God concluded them all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all” It was be- 
cause of unbelief, they could not go to Christ — 
Christ told his immediate disciples, “ Ye shall seek 
me ; and as | said unte the Jews, Whither I go, ye 
cannot come ; so say J unto you.” Shall not those 
Jews that died in their sins come to Christ? See 
Mat. xxiii. 57. 38. 39. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
that killest the prophets, &c. Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate For I say unto you, Ye shall 
not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” This time 
will come ; and they will see, and bless God their 
Saviour, and be blessed in the knowledge of bim. 
Again—Christ said, “ No man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father draw him”’ And the prophet de- 
clares, “ All the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn (repent) unto the Lord,” &e. Theophilus 
adds, “ The covenant of life and light, that is offered 
for salvation, becomes, when rejected, the condem- 








nerof its enemies,” Sc Weinform Theophilus, that 
instead of something being offered for salvation 
that salvation itself is not only offered, but secured 
in Christ for the whole world! Proof—Rom. v. ¢. 3 
9.10. “In due time Christ died (in the past tense) 
for the ungodly. God commendeth his love to. 
wards us, (How? Ans.) in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us. Much more then, being 
now justified by his blood, we shall (in future tense} 
be saved from wrath (by our goodness?—Ng !\ 
through him (What evidence have you for this, 
Paul? Ans.) For if when we were enemies, we were 
(in the past tense) reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life.” We ask Theophilus, do you be- 
lieve this ? Can you consistently with your doctrine, 
admit, that men, even when they are, and were Eny. 
mies, were, and are reconciled to God, in, and by 
Christ? Rom. vi 5. 6. “For if we have beep 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.— 
Knowing this, (What? Reader, mark well what fol- 
lows,) that our old man is crucified with him,” &e. 
See, likewise, Rom. xiv. 7. 8. 9. 10. Again—God 
speaking by his prophet, says, “ Keturn unto me, 
for I (not your works—I) have redeemed you.”— 
Not, I will, in the future tense, redeem you, if you 
will comply with certain conditions! The work is 
done! you are saved! “ What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits towards me? I will 
take (accept) the cup of Salvation, and eall upon 
the name of the T.ord,”—not refuse it, until I have. 
what my vanity may persuade me is an equivalent 
We offer Theophilus one testimony more, and re- 
quest him to prove, that those that are perfected are 
in danger of endless misery ; or confess, that per- 
fection is a state of purity, equal to Ats own personal 
purity, and rather superior! Heb x 14. “ For by 
one offering he hath {in the past tense) perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified.” We conclude 
our remarks on this paragraph, with is concluding 
sentence “ Those whe bring their deeds to this 
light, who walk in it, and love and obey it, become 
the children of it, and it is their salvation.” 
Theophilus commences his next paragraph, thus, 
“Having answered the Editor,I request that he will 
do justice to his correspondents, by treating them 
as he. would like to be treated ona change of cir- 
cumstances.” What does Theophilus mean by 
“change of circumstances?” Were he the Editor 
of the Herald, it would afford him no advantage of 
reply, nor open no new source of argument, which 
is not now at his command We know of no other 
circumstance, except a change of principle, on bis 
part, proceeding from a knowledge and belief of the 
truth, which we acknowledge would afford advan- 
tages, far superior to what he now possesses. If we 
are in an error, an exposition of that error, couch it 
inany language you please, will be received with 
gratitude. We respect Theophilus— we respect all 
men. In the language of the apostle, we declare, 
“ God hath taught us, that we should call no man 
common, nor unclean.” It is not the man, Theo- 
a but the errors and absurdities that the man 
‘heophilus advocates and cherishes, that we © call 
common and unclean !” We are not only willing to 
grant, but we cheerfully confess, that Theophilus 
may be actuated by a motive sincere, as ardent ; and 
that he is really afflicted, and considers the doctrine 
he opposes as subversive of the best interests of man- 
kind ; and that he has associated in his efforts to 
refute it, feelings, which would be honourable te 
any man, let his principles or sect be what they 
may. Nay more, we acknowledge, that we have 
opposed the truth ourselves, and have uttered as 
great absurdities, have made use of arguments quite 
as ridiculous, drawn deductions pregnant with — 
impiety, and advanced principles which savoured of 
as absolute dejsm,—as ever Theophilus has done! 
In short, we make no pretensions; for we have 
none—we acknowledge ourselves to be the chief of 
sinners ; and if it will afford any satisfaction to our 
correspondents, we have no objections to acknow- 
ledge, that we have been the chief of fools! For of 
all follies that ever disgraced human nature, that of 
opposing our opinions, and wills, to the oath, decla- 
ration, and wii of Jenovan, is the greatest!!! 
Theophilus’ last paragraph commences with the 








following requests,—“ Please to take particular no- | consider the sanctification mentioned, to be akuow- | 
| ledge in the believer, that Christ has “ purged his 


tice of the outward redemption from under the law, 
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and of the internal saving atonement, sanctification, | sins” and perfected him. We are sorry Theopbi- 
propiliacion, and purvication. First,—I say internal | lus did not look at the next, the 3d verse. “ Blessed 


saving atooement, because, 1 John i. 7. says, “If we 


be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


walk in the fight, as he 1s in the light, we have fel-| which (who) according to his abundant merey, hath 


lowship one with another, and the blood (Spirit) begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur- 


of Jesus Christ cleanseth (does now atone,—not, did | rection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 


Please to 


cleanse) us from all sifi.” Here is a reason assigned, | look at the word according in the Sd verse, itis de- 


why salvation is conditional. We request Theophi- 
jus to read the whole chapter,—the reason why we 
say salvation is not conditional, is, that John says, 
the things “ he has seen and heard he declares,” 
kc. Now, what dues John declare, and why does he 
declare it? Ans. verse 5. 6. “ This, then, is the mes- 
sage which we have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is light, and in him is oo darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.” 
Now what is it to “ walk in darkness?” Let John 
answer, ii. 11. “ But he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness, and walketh in darkness,” &c. You 
will notice, that the words darkness, and lie, and 
light, and truth, are convertible terms. John says, 
see chap. i. 8. “ If we say we have no sin, we = 
ceive ourseives, and the truth isnot in us.” See 24 
28 verses, chap. ii. ‘* Let that abide in you, which 
ye have heard,” &c. What is it? Ans. “ The pro- 
mise, that he hath promised us, eternal life.” Now 
read chap. v. 10, 11. “ He that believeth not God 
hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son, and this is the re- 
cord, that we have eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” See verse 20. **We are in him that is true. 
in his Son Jesus Christ. This isthe true God, and 
eternal life.’ Who is the true God? Ans. Jesus 
Christ. What is eternal life? To be IN him, the true 
God, or Jesus Christ! Who isin Christ? Ans. 2 
men! Proof. See chap. vy. 10, 11. Do you object to 
this? Then answer,—Is not the unbeliever, one who 
“ walks in darkness?” Has he eternal life in Christ? 
If you answer no! How can it be said he gives God 
the lie? If what he dishelieves is truth, then you 
admit the unbeliever has eternal life treasured up for 
him in Christ. Now look at your objection. “ John 
says conditionally, and in the present tense, if we 
walk,’ &e. Look again at chap. v. 11. “ This 1s the 
record, that Ged hath given to us eternal life, and 
this lifeis in his Son.” Read 12th verse, “ He that 
hath the Son hath life; (i. e. he that believeth on the 
Son, or walks in the light, “ hath life ;’ or experi- 
ences the joys of this eternal life, salvation) he that 
hath not the Son of God (i. e. he that believeth not 
the record, and giveth God the lie, by denying the 
truth) hath nol life’ Now, again consider your ob- 
jection. See chap. i. 7. “ But if we walk in the 
light, (believe the truth) as he is in the light, (believe 
the truth as it is in God, and agreeable to his pro- 
mise in the beginning, in Eden,to Abraham, &c. 
Gen. iii. 15. xxii. 16, 17, 18.) we have fellowship one 
with another, (we do notin that case, say, ** Stand 
by, &e.” I goto heaven,—my wicked neighbour to 
hell-fire,) and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.’ John says, “ These 
things write I unto you, that your joy may be full.” 
Again, “ My littl children (because young in the 
faith) these things write I unto you, that ye sia not.” 
What things? Universal Salvation! What! Write, 
publish, and proclaim this licentious docirine, to 
prevent men from sinning? It cannot be But it is 
so, for John adds, chap. ii. “ And if any man sin 
‘no matter who he is, whether he goes to our church 
or not,) we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous ; (ah, we,—John says, if we sin, 
good men; he does not say, if sinners sin, hear him 
out,) And he is the propitiation for our sins, there,— 
for our sins,—for those that “ walk in the light,” 
“ conditionally,” for good men) and not for ours only 
(well, well, but Johu means, for other good men at a 
future time? Does he? Let him speak for himself ) 
but also for the WHOLE WORLD.” Now Theo- 
philus, Where is your coodition? Tie it on if you 
can! 

Theophilus continues,—“ Secondly,---1 said sanc- 
tification, because 1 Peter j. 2. says, we become 
elect, “ through sanctification and sprinkling of the 
blood [life) ef Jesus,”: for this ‘ sprinkles the heart 
from an evil conscience,’ Heb. x. 22. Now, we 





clarative of the cause, which was the abundant 
mercy, &c.,---look at the 2d verse again. You, 
Theophilus, say, “ we become elect thew ugh sanctifi- 
cation, &c. Peter says, “elect according to the fore- 
knowledge of God.” We think Theophilus’ attempt 
to fasten on a condition here, has failed altogether ! 

heophilus remarks, “ Thirdly, I said propitia- 
tion, because 1 John ii. 1. says, “ Ifany man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, (Paracleton) 
Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and not for ours only [when we. 
meaning the apostle and good people to whom he 
wrote, fall into sins,and require renewed propitiation } 
but for the sins of the whole world ;” [which is un- 
regenerated, yet may be redeemed “by the Spirit 
of our God,’ as were the first Christians.] See 1 
Cor. vi. 9to 11. Now we consider this, like all 
attempts to reason away the truth, pityful and weak 
to the last extreme. We see nothing in the quota- 
tion from 1 Cor. &e., whieh can support Theophi- 
lus. Read the whole chapter, compare the 7th and 
8th with the Oth verse, and these with the 20th 
He is for having every thing future, except the 
personal purity of we. We dismiss this modern logic, 
with the request, that Theophilus would allow Paul 
to know as much as himself; and Paul testified, see 
Heb. ix. 12. speaking of Christ, ** By his own blood 
he entered (in the past tefse) in once into the holy 
place, having [in the past tense] obtained eternal 
redemption,” &c. 

Theophilus’ last section, is introduced thus,--- 
“ Fourthly, I said purification, because 1 Peter i. 
22. says, “ Ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth,” &c. Now we request the reader to take 
his Bible, and with us examine the doctrine and 
preaching of Peter. In the Ist chap. 3d verse, 
Peter blesses God, &c., who hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope---What do those thus begotten 
hope for? Ans. Salvation. What evidence is this 
hope, or expectation grounded upon? Ans. The 
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ship before hiw.” The 11th verse is remarkable, 
and declores, it was the Spirit of Christ which signi- 
fied by the prophets, and testified beforehand his 
sufferings, and the glory that should follow, &c. 

See llih verse. What glory should follow? Ans. 

The salvation of all men! All nations should come 

and worship,---all the ends of the world should re- 

member, Sc ‘This is triumphant testimony! Well 

does the apostle add, see 13th verse, “ Wherefore, 

gird up the loins of "pe mind, (a strong figure,--- 

be firm in your belief,---let_ nothing trouble you) be 

sober, and hope to the end [not hope to-day,---to- 

morrow doubt, and the third day fear!) for the 

grace (or — that is to be brought unto you at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.” This is diferent 

doctrine, from that of Christ being already reveal- 

ed in the hearts of men here, and they being pure 

and holy in themselves, in this life, and while they 

are in the corruption of flesh and blood. 

Peter inthe 14, 15, and 16 verses, exhorts to obe- 
dience, and holy conversation, &e. In the 17th 
verse, Peter says, * And if ye call on the Father 
(how did Christ direct us to call on the Father ? 
Ans. ‘ Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
that trespass against us,’) who without respect of 
persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass 
the time of your sojourning in fear.’ How differ- 
ent is this from the orthodoxy of the day? 
Giod, says some, hates sinners. Mark the harmony 
of the Scriptures. The prophet declared, “ the 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.””. Who, or what constitutes the works 
of God? Ans.—All things were made by him, and 
for him.” He is, therefore, the Universal Father, 
Friend, and Benefactor! Peter, in the 18, and 19 
verses assigns a reason, Why they should walk cir- 
cumspectly. It is worthy of remark, that Peter 
does not threaten them with eternal damnation and 
misery, to deter them from doing wrong! No! He 
persuades them, by telling them of what Christ had 
done to redeem them. Not what they must do to ob- 
tain salvation for themselves—he declares,they were 
redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, who 
was fore-ordained (or appointed) before the founda- 
tion of the world, but was manifest, [or made known} 
in these last times for you. We ask, for whom ? 
Ans. see 20th verse, “ Who by him [not by, or of 
ourselves} believe in God, that raised him up from 
the dead, and gave him glory, that your faith and 


fenowtodge of the] resurrection of Jesus Christ | hope might be in God ;” not in your own faith, or 


rom the dead. The 4th verse explains, that there | purity, or any thing that belongs to you. 


Peter 


is an incorruptible inheritance reserved in heaven | then adds,the 22d verse which is quoted by Theophi- 
for them. The Sth verse says, it is the power of | lus,— Seeing ye have purified your souls in obey- 
God, (not their own exertions) which keeps them, | ing the truth through the Spirit, [how ?] unto un- 
through the medium of faith unto salvation, or con- | feigned love of the brethren ; love one another with a 


fidence in the promises of God ; and that this salva- | pure heart fervently.” 
The 6thand | the purification Peter spoke of, and Theophilus 


tion is to be revealed in the last time. 


We now see the nature of 


7th verses speak of their rejoicing on account of | quoted; for Peter adds, 23d verse, Being born 
the trial of their faith, &e. The 8thand 9th verses, | again, &c. by the word of God, &c ; and in the @4th 
speaking of Christ, says,“ Whom having not seen,! verse says, ‘ Mor all flesh is as grass, and all the glory 


ye love; in whom, though now ye see not, yet be- | of man as the flower of grass,” Ke. 
We! amine this figure. 
ask, what did they believe, which caused them to | the glory of man tu the flower of grass. 


lieving, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable,” &e 


Please to ex- 
Flesh is compared to grass, and 
Now the 


rejoice? Was it that they themselves were to be | grass is more lasting than the flower; consequently, 
saved, and their wicked neighbours should be mise- | the glory of man is short-lived indeed! With this 
rable for ever, was this the cause of their joy? No! | striking illustration of the vanity ofevery thing hu- 


The next, the 9th verse, explains the cause. 
ceiving the end of your faith {mark well what fol- 
lows, ‘asa man thinketh, so is he.’ If their faith 
only included themselves, a partial salvation, we 
think it would read different] the salvation of souls ” 
Not even the salvation of your souls. The words 
even, and your, were added by the translators, and 
perverts the sense of the whole chapter. The next, 
the 10th verse, is proof of this perversion. “ Of 
which salvation the omy have inquired, &c., 
who prophesied,” &c. Now, we ask, Did the pro- 
phets prophesy of the salvationof the particular,and 
few persons, whom Peter characterizes, as “ stran- 
gers, scattered throughout Pontus,” &e , in contra- 
distinction to all others? No! They did not. What 
did the prophets prophesy of Christ? Ans. ‘ On 
him shall the Gentiles trust;’ the nations. ‘ He 
shall be my salvation to the ends of the earth’ All 
»ations whom God hath made shall worship before 
tim and glorify his name. All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn [repent] uvto the 
Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shal] wor- 


* Re- | man, whether dignified with expressions of good- 


ness, purity, or righteousness, we exhort Theophilus 





to glory in God: for we, says the apostle, “ are ig 
Christ, who of God is made unto us Wisdom, 
Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption, and 
let him that glorieth glory in the Lord.” For, says 
Peter, see 25th verse, “the word of the Lord en- 
dureth forever, And this is the word which by 
the gospel is preached unto you.” And this word, 
see John xii. 47, to 50th verses, “ is life everlasting.” 
And this gospel, preaching this word to the world, 
is “‘ Good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people !”—Health to Theophilus— Amen. 


Note. We ask Theophilus, if he had quoted Heb. 
x. 24. correctly,and not omitted the words, ‘ where~ 
with he was ry oy How would your doctrine 
have appeared? We think it would have looked 
very different from the truth! Reader, please to ex- 
amine the passage, and compare it with the quota. 
tion 125 page, 1, col. 29th line from bottom 
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do you tell people that their souls are immortal, and 
thea tell them, that they will be consumed with un- 

Fatenpir Reavers,—W hea | took my pen to queochuble fire unto eternal destruction. It is an 
vindicate the doctrine of conditional saivstive, Ll} avowed sentiment of all denominations, that the 
judged it necessary, first to state my own opinion | souls of all mankind are originally immortal ; the 
respecting the same, before | proceeded tu coutru 
vert the doctrine of unconditional salvation, the 
avowed sentiment of the Editor. Now, as eli € tirts- | ing, that no immortal soul ean perish, or sin! If the 


For the Gospel Licraid 


| The Editor, &c., could not devise means for a Sa 
_viour to be applied to mankind, in any other Sense, 


than that of a seed, by which generated Adaw j. 
regenerated, or by which mankind are regenerated 


out of their first antmal birth, nature, and iMage, in- 


| 


moment that any One can conviice me of this, | will | to the incorruptible birth, nature, aud image of 
embrace the doctrine of L niversal salvation ; know- | God.” 


Now, we have no hesitation in saying, that 
after qualifying this a little, we have no objeetion to 


tendom are united in believing that they ebiain | soul is immortal, whence came i 2? Was it extracted | it; neither have we objected to it. We bave object. 
their salvation by Jesus the Saviour, \ becomes 4) from the immortal God, or generated by his Spirit? |ed to the strange, and inconsistent phraseviogy, 


grand question, What are they saved lou: 


their own sins, or those of their prinegeniure | him, or transgress against the foundation of its | troubled with 


trom df it comes from the Deity, can it ever sin against | which Friend Dean has for su long a time bee, 


We consider the “ first animal birty 


Now, as the Editor’s doctrine appeared to be lound- | origin 2 Will the soul of man, God in man, fight | (nature) of mankind,” is, when they are born a¢ 


ed upon an object possessing unlimited power, des 
potically exerted to restore us from the bell aud guilt 
of Adam's transgression, and being confident that 
no such guilt existed, | wished to relute that oj! 
nion, aud by so doing, | might show, that the bd 
tor’s doctrine which ts indeed a stumbling bieck in 
his way,and mere rubbish to tps de the progress ol 
this controversy, founded upon a false position, and 
if § succeeded in ovesthrowing the docirive ot 
hereditary guilt, L was sensible he could not devise 
means for a Saviour to be applied unto mankind in 
any other sense,than that of a seed, by which yene- | 
rated Adam is regenerated, or by which mankind | 
are regenerated out of their firet animal birth, na- 
ture, and image, into the incorruptible birth, nature, 
and image oi God. 


fulure state. 
trary to the Seriptures, and reason, to boast, that 
we came from God. 
ina that constitutes the man. Again, if the soul is 
generated in the image of immortality, when, and 
where is it done? for nothing short of God and his 
Spirit, the Holy Ghost, can beget an immortal soul. 
Now, if this is effected by the Huly Ghost at the 
first generation, no man under heaven can boast of 
being the father of his children; but like Mary, they 
would be conceived of the Holy Ghost, and be born 
sons and daughters of God ; they would all be with- 
out father or mother, beginning of days, or end 
Agreeable to my promise, I have advanced a few | of lite! Now, as Jesus Christ is the only person that 
arguments against the doctrine of hereditary guilt, was couceived of the Holy Ghost at the first birth, 
and have carefully examined his last remarks, | he is justly and fitly called by the apostle, 1 Tim. 
No. 26, page 107, and cannot find any thing worthy | vi. 19, 16. the blessed, and only Potentate, the King 
of attention, (except a little information in the first | of kings, and the Lord of lords, who only hath 
paragraph, accompanying a beautiful wpology to | immortality now, as Christ only hath immortality. 
the Society of Friends) he appears to be divested of | He is the only person ip heaven and in the earth, 
all his boasted armour in which he dared me to the | that is found worthy to open the book of immortal 
combat, see Nu. 19, page 79, nut a single argument. life, and give life eterval, immortal, unto all those 
now appears in these remarks, but declarations | that will receive him. Therefore, all mankind at 
Without proof,and miscunstructions,the last resource | their first generation and entrance into life, are 
of all those that are unwilling to yield when con-| mortal, corruptible beings, according to the Serip- 
vinced that they cannot prove their premises. Pray | tures, aud dying in that state, they cease to exist, 
reader, look at his reply, in his second paragraph; | aud can only obtain immortality by regeneration. 
“ We do neither believe nor advocate the doctrine, | Unless we are regenerated and born again, we can- 
that the sio of Adam is the sin of his posterity; we | not enter into the kingdom of God. 
again reiterate our former declaration. We believe 
Christ came to save his people from their sins ; and | 
if his people's sins, are Adam's sins, we believe the 
Saviour was necessary to restore us from the guilt Friend Dean for once, appears to be in earnest. 
of Adam, and not without.” Reader, look at this! | f{j5 communications heretofore, have been so ob- 
I expected that my antagonist would come out in| scure, that we were able only to understand a part; 


Dean. 
(To be Concluded next week ) 


ANSWER. 


L say we, for itis the soul of 


agoinst God in heaven ? Would bis kingdom stand, | cording to natural generation into this mode of exist 
i. thus divided against itself? Much less, could the | ence. 
soul of man, if it comes from God, go to hell in a| Christ is the seed by which all mankind are UN 
If it could sin against him, it is con-|\ CONDITIONALLY regenerated oud of this ng 


And we believe, and will matntain too, tha 


ture, into what Friend Dean calls, * tote the incor 

ruptible birth, nature, and image of god.” Paul, jy 

his Ist Epistle to Cor. xv. 49, 90, 51, Ke expresse: 

our sentiments at full,—namely, “ Now this [ sa q 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inher; 

tncorruption.” Is not this plain? It is folly for, 
man to give his assent to the truth of this, and they, 
contend, that in this corruptible body he shall expe- 
rience this change,—for Paul says, “ Behold, I shew 
you a mystery, (all who obey, and are good me, 
shall be raised incorruptible? no! Who then? Hear 
Paul.) We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed,in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible [on condition, we are 
good men in this life, may put on incorruption,— 
Friend Dean, how do you like this? Now we do not 
like it. Hear Paul} For this corruptible must pu: 
on incorruption, and this mortal put on itmmortali- 
ty.” And then, all who have not complied with 
the condilions of salvation, will wail, and weep, and 
gnash their teeth, and blaspheme.---Now, one of two 
things is inevitable. If salvation is conditional, aij 
mankind will then have complied with the conditions: 
or salvation is unconditional; for Paul declares in the 
most unequivocal and unqualified manner imagina- 
ble, that “ then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory,” 
&c. Now,we ask, Is this conditional? If so, name the 
condition! Prove if you ean, that one of the human 
race will be raised incorruptible before that time, or, 
that one of the human race will not be raised incor- 
ruptible at that time! Here is our armour,---pierce 


bis impenetrable armour, and testify, whether | 
Christ’s people’s sins were /idam’s sins, or not ; see- 
ing it is the ground-work of his religion, that Christ 
saves all mankind from some sin or other. And 
further, he has frankly told me, he neither believes 
nor advocates the doctrine, that the sin of Adam is 
the sin of his posterity. Here we are, both on the 
same side of the question. Amen. 

Now, seeing that we are not contaminated with 
the guilt of m’s transgression, how can you de- 
vise necessary means for a Saviour unto mankind in 
any other sense, than that of a seed, by which he 
is regenerated into the image of God ; agreeably to 
the declaration of the apostle, Gal. iv. 19. “My 
little children, of whom [travail in birth, until Christ 
be formed in you?” In order to understand how 
this new birth is effected, it is absolutely necessary 
to understand the originality of the soul of man; 
whether it is mortal, or immortal. If the soul is 
originally mortal, and continues so, it cannot exist 
after the dissolution of the animal functions; but 
must be annihilated by decomposition, so as to nei- 
ther see heaven nor hell. If the souls of mankind are 
originally immortal, they will undoubtedly be saved. 
Without any secondary means, they would be their 
owe saviours; for ao immortal soul can never per- 
ish! Everlasting, eternal, unqueachable, consuming 
fire, can never make any impression on an immortal 
soul,—the gates of hell can never prevail against it; 
neither a mortal, nor an immortal soul, can exist in 
future misery. 

Look at this, ye degraded ministers of Antichrist, 
while at the altar of your god Moloch, who was 
supposed to glory in the sufferings and torments of 
his victims. Was there ever spewed out of the dra- 
gon's mouth, any thing so nauseous and disgusting, 


and the rest, we did not even presume to guess at. 
We have a good hope, now, of doing something. 
Friend Dean’s shots fell half way,—ours were some- 
times at a venture, but now, we have a distinct view 
of the object, the battle will be short, and, we trust, 
success certain. 

Friend Dean commences with assuming a posi- 
tion, which in a qualified sense only, can ‘ us be 
admitted. _Namely,—* Now as all Christians are 
united in believing that they obtain their salvation 
by Jesus the Saviour, it becomes a grand question, 
what are they saved from ?” Now we believe, that 
“aman is a Christian, only so far as he trusts alone 
to Christ for salvation,” to the exclusion of every 
thing else which can be named, or imagined! Con- 
po wy thost who believe their faith, or works, 
or both united, ‘are in the smallest possible degree 
necessary to the salvation of their souls, are not 
Christians! We, therefore, dissent from Friend 
Dean, and deny the truth of his position, on any 
other, than the above definition of the term. Friend 
Dean has said much about the sin of Adam being 
the sin of his posterity; and he now calls it the 
Editor’s doctrine, and says it has been a stumbling- 
block in his way, &e., and speaks of his clearing 
away the rubbish. After reading this, we were sur- 
prised to find our correspondent at the close of his 
second paragraph, declaring, “ here we are both on 
the same side of the question. Amen.” Had Friend 
Dean consulted our answers to his communications, 
instead of his prejudices, we think he would have 
done much better. The success he has had “ in 
overthrowing hereditary guilt,” or refuting what we 
have not contended for, is a victory we shall not dis- 
pute his title to; nor envy him the laurel which he 
may receive in honour of the conquest. Friend 


ut who can!!! Friend Dean says, “ It becomes « 
grand question, What are they [mankind] saved 
from ? their sins, or the sins of their primogeniture?” 
We always have an answer at hand for this ques- 
tion,---* His name shall be called Jesus, (Saviour; 
for he shall save his people from their sins.” Now. 
we think, it must be evident, that mankind are 
to be “saved from their sins.” Who are his peo- 
ple? Ans. God says, “ All souls are mine,”’---Christ 
said, “ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hands ; thou hast given him pow- 
er over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to 
as many as thou hast given him.” 
(To be Concluded next week.) 


—»_ ee 
To Correspondents. 


All communications forwarded the Editor per mail, |. 
be published in this paper, must be“ post paid.” City 
correspondents are informed,that a leiter box is placed si 
the entrance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gol 
Sweet, for the reception of their communications. 

aE 


NOTICE, 


Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re. 
spectfully requested to call at No. 464 Pearl Street, 
where a subscription is open, and where they can ob- 
tain the Numbers from the first. 

— 
Brvate. 

In Number 30, p. 121, 1 col. 23d line from the bottou, 
for love to men, read love tome. In 3d col. 20th line 
from the top, for blessings arising from the obedience, 
read blessings arising from his obedience. 








as your d and inconsistent doctrine? Why 


Dean concludes his first paragraph, by saying, EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 





